
WHITE RIVER SHALE OIL CORPORATION

Mr. Dean Evans
Bookcl iffs Area Manager
Bureau of Land Managernnt
170 South 500 East
Vernal, Utah 84078

Dear Mr. Evans:
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As discussed at the January 25, 1983 meeting between the White River Shale0il Corporation (}{RSOC), Western Fu6ls and BLM, InSOC plans to remove clay borrow
material from federal land. The entire clay borrow area is with'in the construc-
tion corridor of the t'lestern Fuels Coal Transportation System to the Bonanza
Power plant. The clay is required for the core of the runoff retention dam to bebuilt at t,lRSOC's White River Shale Project south of Bonanza, Utah. The proposed
clay borrow area is in Section 22, (Township 8 South, Range 24 East) and'is'shown
on Attachment L.

The State of Utah has also identified a clay borrow source on BLM-admin'i-
stered land in the vic'inity of the proposed WRS0C borrow site. The State has
determined that no conflict exists between their borrow sites and the WRS0C slte.
Enclosed is a copy of a 'letter received from Mr. Paul Gillette of the Utah Divi-
sion of l,later Resources (Attachment 2). }'JRS0C is presently negotiating with :

Western Fue'ls for permission to extract borrow frorn their construction-corridgr,
and an agreement wi]1 be reached soon. WRS0C expects to receive a letter from
Western Fuels which documents our agreement during the week of February 1., 1983.
A copy of thjs letter as well as a topographical map of the borrow arei wilt be
submitted to BLM.

WRS0C herein requests BLM approval to remove approximate'ly 45,000 cubic
yards of clay fron the site shown on Attachment 1.. Further deiails concerningsite access, borrow removal, and environmenta'l considerations are presented
bel ow.

Borrow Site Access

Borrow site access will be via the existing one-1ane, one-mile long dirt
road that runs from Highway 45 near the border of Sect'ions 26 and 27, t6 an aban-
doned drill hole within the borrow site (Attachment 1). The road wiil be upgrad-
ed to accomodate_two-way construct'ion traffjc. Minor grad'ing w'i1l be done bn ttre
level sections of the road. Road widening will be limited to 10 feet on each
side, although the actual work area may extend to 50 feet on each side. Gravel
may be placed on the road, depending on the conditions encountered during con-
struct'ion and use. Two or three cu'lverts wil I be p'laced along the graded por-
tions of the road to facilitate drainage. Disturbbd areas wiil be ieclaimbd and
revegetated as described in the Western Fuels Coal Transportation System Envir,on-
mental Impact Statement (l,lesten Fuels EIS, see Attachment 3), excepl for the noaditself. This constitutes a minor change from the Western Fuels EIS, wtrich sta'testhat all roads will be restored. The subject road, however, is an existing road
and should be left as access to the area. WRS0C will coordinate with West6rn
Fuels and the BLM on this matter.
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Clay Borrow Sjte

Approximate limits of the proposed WRS0C clay borrow site, designated Arlea
C-3, are shown on Attachment 2. Test pit locations are shown on AttichnBnt 41.
Summary logs_of the test pits and the test pit legend and notes are presentedj in
Attachments 5 and 6, respectively. 

i

The borrow area includes approximately 53 acres. Topsoil and overburdenl/
unsuitable material will be removed to reach the depth of the clay (see Attach-
ment 5) and stockpiled separately. _Approximately 45,000 cubic yaiOi of ctay hitt
be removed in approximate one-foot 'lifts. 

;

IEnvironmental Considerations r

The proposed WRS0C borrow area should not require additiona] environmenthl
assessment for BLM approval. The borrow area has been approved for constructlion
uses since it is included in the construction corridor approved by the BLM fof
the Western Fuels Coal Transportation System. Erosion control, site restoratfion,
and rehabilitation of the WRS0C borrow iite will be conducted is described inltfre
Westen Fuels EIS (see Attachment 3).

Summary

I,{RS0C here'in requests permission from the BLM to extract clay borrow frofi
within the Western Fuels railway construction corridor. The clay will be used as
core material for the t,lhite River Shale Project runoff retention-dam. Necessiry
permits for dan construction have been received frorn the BLM, 0i1 Shale gffic{,
State Engineer, Utah Bureau of Water Pol'lution Control and Uintah County.

lrlRSOC would like to begin borrow removal as soon as possible in order to
meet our dam construction schedule. Consequently, your exped'itious approvalthis appl icat'ion is requested.

h\t
-)(gaU.NL

0f

James l'l.
Di rector

Godl ove
of Environmental Affairs

RAD: JhlG/mej

Att achments

cc: .Eric Hoffman. Jim Smith -
- 0s0

DOGM

Si ncerely,
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ATTACHMENT 2

STATE OF UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES & ENERGY
Woter Resources

January 18, 1983

DonielF.

1636 West North Temple . Solt Loke Clty, UT 84116 . 801€33-5401

l
Jim Godlord#_
l,lhite River'Shale 0iI
Suite 500 Prudential
ll5 Sb. Main Street
Salt Lake City, Utah

0;*_ \t-<

Corp.
Building

84lll

Dear Mr)ffflure,

llle have discussed the prob'lem associated with the clay borrow site with
Bingham Engineering. They have reviewed the information you sent us

concerning the availability of clay material in the bomow area.

Bingham Engineering has notified us that there is no problem with l,lhite
River Shale 0il Corp utilizing the clay material that they identified in
their report to us. l,le therefore have no concerns with you going ahead

with your plal to utilize the c'lay material you have identified.

SincerelJ,

@
Paul Gil'lette
Deputy Director

C e: Erl'e, blo{'f'"ran
Dean E.van t

Boord/Bill M. Glbson, Cholmon . John P. Holmgren, Mce-cholrmon . Clyde Conover. Quin Shapherd
Philip Knight. Roy Urie . Richord Moffqt. Woyna Wnegor

on equol opporhJnrty emplo^/er . pleose recycle poper

Temple A. Reynolds.



ATTACHMENT 3 Fbom l,lestern fuets Coal
lbar. :rtatlon Systen EfS

cubankoeat bulldist aad revegatioa has beea coopleted, thls
EatGsial s111 bc storcd la racas wherc noderately sloplag aad 

,

saturally stablc ridges.cxlst. frts ftll rtlt bc plaeed to tbe i

rl,de, o! rrs r! qrtoaslos of a ridge, to provrdc a riatural blend

rttb tbc rrlst{nt topography. Prlor to fill ptaccoeat, G:rccpt

topsoll fills, tbcse aacali ntll ba ctrlppcd of all topsotl aod

topsoil r11l bs rtockpllcd for rcusc ou thc fl,ll. fre goll will
placcd aad conpactad to provldc a rtabrr aad rcll drataed

rab6stj56st. surfaccs rl11 br gradrd to rlcvl-atc poud{ng rnd

dalotzr .ro!toq. 1!r rlopo of tbesr ftlb rill !o! .xc.ed 3H to
lv. A otaLuua of r$r Lacbcs of topsoll wtll be placed ovcr the

ratlrc arca prr,oa to rcvcgatatl,oa. All oatcrlal slthla these fil
rill bg uoatorie asd aoaacl,d forutag. Eacb flll arca wtll conra

less tbaa 2501000 cubic yar&.

Tbr rxact eoafl,guratr,oa, locatl,on, aad ftlr guantlty for each

rtoragc araa nill bc dctcrniaded Jotatly by tbe Eoldcr, contra

aad Autborlzcd Offlcar prior to constnrctLou of the fi11.'

EROSION COITTROL

PURP0SE: lbc purposc of thc Erosioa and sedloeatatloa control pl

ls to dsflar tbr tcchar,qurs tbEt slu bc used to coatrof croslon

aad rcddncatatlos.

4.5

-46-
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Prdl{: Erosioa asd sedinent contaol stnrctures ald revegetetion

offer the nost cffective tresas of rcducing erosioir aad preveD

drnagc to botb'tbe colstnrctl,on area and off-site propertles.

Erosl,on and acdiocat costaol stnrctures w111 bc used sbcaever

a.cGrsaqt aad tbclr dcslgn stll bc dletated by oa-sl,tc coudltlons
uhcrc trrlorar5l roads arc lastallad ta ncsbcs os Lnonnr &eisage
ar.rsr rlthcr fords (Artzoaa erosslngs) coastnrcted at grade, or
cornrgatcd nctal ptpc &aLs stnretuses, rLll be lastallcd aad siz
to rcco@odata r 50-ycar. 24-hour 3tortr. uasb balks gradad for
tcoporarSl roa& sill br nturard to alr lcaa thclr aatural
coufiguratl,o' cs posslblr et tbc eooplotl,o' of all constnrctr,on

actlvltlcs. sadcocotatron pou& sill be breachcd aad drar',ed at
the caclusl,oa of eoastnrctr,oD uslcss otbenrlsc dlrccted by tbe
Authorr,aed Officcr. rbd cros{oa wlll be coutrolled by spraying
accGss roa&r tetrporarT roads, f111 areas, rnd staglag rreas wrtn
ertrr durtng oagorag corstnrctlon activltles. rong tern control
lrosr,os rlll be ecblcvcd by rccstabllshtng vegetatr,on on aIl
dlsturbcd laad aot beiag uscd for oalntesaace aad

lcc.rg (rcc rcctloa 4.6).
cncrgency vehlc

4.6 RE TORATTON AND REEABITITATION

PIIRPOSE: lhc putTosc of thc Rcstoratlon and Rehabl.ll.tatlon plan

to providc tbc lccessarJr ocias for nltlgatj.ag, as Ducb as possible

tbc affects of constnrctl,on.

-47-
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PIAII: tlistusbrd. asaas sill bc restored aad/or reb,abilltated

the coupletloa of coastnrction operatioas. ltese Eleas clll be

rcshapcd, to thc erteat possJ.ble, to tbeir apptoxloate ortglaal

coafiguratl,on. Ibs sorlc sill ioclude waste reuoval, repalr of

+-{stLsg fgctlitles, aad rcstoratioa of la,ad surfaces aad

aovatGtstio!.

.411. eirtla3-fracrar: gatrs, cattlcguards, ctc. located oa publlc
'-" 

".Yg..J-t'-i.i--3 '-!""" '

land aad daoaged by cotrlctoas coastnrcttag tbc rallroad rrll
rapalrad or roplaead to thc ratLsfactloa of tbe Autborlzed

Offl,ccr. lbcsr rano factltttcc located oa private paopcrtlcs w

bc rcpalrcd to tbc cxtcot agrecd to by the Eolder. Exlstlag

.esctrcBts for utllity llacs (gas, ol,lr' posrr, aod tclcphoae) rl11
bc rastorcd to tbc satlsfac,tloa of tbe Authorl.zed Offiecr aad the

uttllty cotrpray.

A11 runGy Emuacsts rad oarkcrr nltbta the rai.rroad traasportat

sjrstGa proJcct s111 be locatcd, narlcei, and protected. If it ts

anttelpatcd tbat I EotruEcat or oarker nlll bc dtstirrbed, proeedur

dutltscd ta ftro 17, E:rb,Ibtt A of tbe Rlght-of-lflay Graat No.

U-45319 aad-C-3011E stlt bc folloscd. Tha Autborlzed Offtccr sil
br aotlfied of aay aatlclpatcd oonuncot disturbaacer aad sill bc'

rcspoasiblc for provldlag l,aforoatio! as to how to baadle cadastr

3aavGy oarkarso .

Arr acccsa roa& blocksd !s a rcsult of the constnrctioa of tbe

ral,lroad w111 bc rcroutcd or rcbul,lt as d:lrected by the Au

Offlcer. Coudltlons govGrBlag tha usg aad repair of all
-48-



construct . tetrporary access roads by a- coa,tractors and the

Holder sball be la accordaace wltb, tbe approved Traasportation

dctailcd l.u Scctl,oo, 4.7.

:-!+rt.i-uifacre fi"totr.d by tbc @Bstsucrr,oa actl,virics nill be

rcstorsd, rs lGErly as possiblc, to thelr origlaEl statG. As

dlscusscd ta Sectl,oa 4.4, tbo Ussuttablc or Excsss l{aterlal stor
Plaa, asd scctl,oa 4.2, tbc claarlag plaa, tbc oetb,ods for rcstor
rad rcvcgctatl,or nslag qlstiag aatcrlalr gatl,vc to tbc EaGrs

tsvolvcd. sllt bc folloecd to tbr cxtest praetlcal aod alloryabre"

tbr aatrrlalr rvallablr. Topso!,I rcooved aad etockptlcd durlag

laitlEl coDtstructl,on actl,vltles sill bc cprcad to a alaLoun

tbl,clacss of rL: lacbcs ovGr all disturbcd arcas shcrc topsoll
orlglaally rcoovcd. Topsorl trill br rprcad wlth rtaadard cqu

.Dr-llaagr pcttrlas's111 bc rcstored to the cxtant Boccssary for
oal,atalatag prcvlously dlsturbcd arcas frce of surface floc
lbcrc a8c ao knosa Ercas rubJcct to uudflows, laadslldes,

ntdslldcs, avalaaches, rocl fatk, rad otbcr t5per of oasi

rtthts tbr rcl,lroad traaspoitatl,oo corrldor.

orsti;ii.a-hadiiul, br r.3vrgriatl{ aceordlng ro luccesr s

dcvclopcd Jo{atly by tbc f,oldar and tbe Br,H, uslag tbe procedures

approprl,atc to thc arca bc{.g rocdcd. Dlsturbed areas, rhere the

topograpby pcrol,ts, rtll ba rlppcd oa tbe contour prl,or to
rccdtog. coutour furrms, draiaagE ditches, rnd satel bars sl.rl
coastnrcted prlor to sccd{ng, rs dlreeted by tbe Autborized

' -49-



Officer. seed, where topograpby peruits, wilr be drirled
a necbariical seed driller to a Ea:.inr:o of 1/z tach deep.

locations nhere the topograpby does aot lead :ltself to tbe use of
nechasical cguipoeat, the area will be haad raked, seeded by baad

beld cquipneat, lad rcraked, or have the seed applied wlth tbe

oulcb by bydro bloner. Fcrtllizer !ri1l thea bc applied as reguir
to cachaace rcvetgtlou success.

utiliz

Atl

lbe aeed nix to

tbc lllt for tbc

bc uttltzed and application rbtc as specified by

ral,lroad trrnsportatloD corrldor sill be as fol

Lbs. of hrrc

Live Seed/Acre

3

3

2

2

t

Comon Nanc

(Varietv)

Slbcrlaa l{heatgrass (P-Zt1

Ucstara lJbeatgrass (Rosanna)

Crestcd tJbcatgrass (Nordan)

Russlaa lflldryc (Vlnall)

Ncddla E Thrcadgrass

Scieatlfic

Name

Agropyroa slberlc

Agropyroa smitbl.i

Agropyron cristatu^rn

Elytrus Junceus

Stipa conata

tRcvcgctEtlqB rtll'br pcriotoca Jeii*fall followiag coopletlon of a

scctl,oa of tbc railroad coastauctl,on sork. Tbls wlll belp to
pscvcot thc grorth of uadesircablc wcady specles. . Ibe time fraoe.

for. rcvegetstlog stll be octobcr lst through Noveober 15th.

-50-



The rcvegetation success standard oill be based oo BLlt trend plot

data etd/ox otber vegetatloa studies conpleted la the viclntty of

the traasportatioa corrldor, subJect to spproval of tbe Autborl,zed

Officer.

4.7 NAI.ISPORTATION }IANAGEMENT

PURPOSE: lbc Traasportatloa ttaaagcoest Plaa, has bees devclopcd

tupplcocat otbcr plaas coatalacd ta tbe Coastnrctl.on- opcratlons

Plas. rt also outllacs EGaliuros to bc followcd by the Eolderrs

contractors ln uttllzbg, {nprovlrg or relocetl:rg exlsting BI}t

roa& aad tralls, l8 aakht appllcatloa for aad coastnrctlag aew

lcccss roads on BIll naaaged propcrties, ln uodlfying cxlstiag

3tatc, couaty roads, ed tbe neasures aeeded, to provide for the

rafcty of tbe publlc and contraclors la tbe use of these roads.

lto plaa stll covca all roads crossed or utillzed alosg the 34.4

al,le coal traaspoltatloB cysteo corrLdor berween the rall loadout

loop at thc llcsarado lliag aad the Boaaoza Power Pliot.

PIdI{:

to

l. To nltigatc tbc advcrsc lrpacts of project related

aad coasttrrction actl,vl.tlas oa lL!{ aaaaged lasd.

-51-
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ATTACHMENT 4

ro00 .eooo 4000
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SCALE. IN FEET..

/
.,1

BORROW c-3
LIGLNI)

I TEST PIT

N0TE: BASE MAPS FOR THE KtY t4AP ARE FROM U.S. ARMY

1'x?" VTRNAL AND GRAND JUNCTI0N QUADS. THE

BASIMAP FOR SITI,S G-I AND C-] IS THE U S 6 5
7l MINTJTE sotJTilAM CANYoN, UIAH, QUAD
AND I}A5I.MAPS FOR SITES C.3 AND C-4 ARE FROM

U S G S 7} MINUTT QTJADS OF WIAVER RIDGE, UTAH.
COLORADO AND BONANZA, UTAII.

LOCATIONS OF GRAVEL AND
BORROW AREAS AND TEST
Itr

REA

'/

FI NES
PITSa

JoD No 208 | 3

Praoorrdbt.DWD /mmy

Dofc' 5/20/82 J
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ATTACHMENT

AREA C3

TP-?2 TP-23 TP-24 TP-25 TP-26 TP-27 TP-28 TP-3!_rEsr Plr

FT, Nl *A-N-o
li

Job No. : ?0813

| 5/t9/a?
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lNl)lt:Alt.,6 Httw\ (lt A l4l)-t,0illil) ll^!fi|tl lntllN(; .J0 lNcllt,i
l.lllll l{l(ltlllllll ltl lltlvl A 2-lN(.ll l,lnl'll llll \AMl'l lR l2 lN('llls.

lNltlc^llS HAilrr ilvil nND NltHtilt{ tlt l)AY\ Ar llll Dlrll"t lN(i TllAl
Ml A')lll{l.Ml NI }lA:' lAtil tl .

lNl)lcAil :, cilnl)U^l clt^Nr;t lN I'tAlt ulAt 5. I x^cr slRAlA cltnt{til
N(rl l.(rl:All l).

IilDlcnlt(;0t,lN i.Iil l,ttl0t41 ltR lN\lAillD lN ltsl ll0ll t0ll
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